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COMMENT LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY 


regret the long delay the publication this summary State 
Tax Legislation 1955 and 1956. Summarizing the extraordinary bulk 
tax measures enacted proved extremely time-consuming. Moreover, 
once the compilation was completed according the method presenta- 
tion formerly used, was lengthy that was necessary completely 
revise and condense the material order bring within the scope 
Tax 


addition being considerably condensed, believe that this 
method presentation may prove more useful the reader that 
will give him quick grasp the legislation enacted. Persons particu- 
larly concerned with special pieces legislation will, course, find 
necessary directly the laws for provisions covering complicated 
rate structures, exemptions, and other matters. 


Although dated September-October, 1956, this issue includes voters’ 
actions tax measures taken the November elections. 


State Tax Legislation 1955 and 1956 


forty-seven states (all but Kentucky) holding legislative sessions 
1955, records were set both the number sessions held and the amount 
important state tax legislation. The weakening the “off-year” tradition 
seen the fact that twenty-five states held regular special sessions 1956, 
enacting nearly 400 important tax measures. 

Nevada joined the sales tax states 1955, and Pennsylvania dropped one 
sales tax 1955 and adopted another 1956. Rates were increased eight 
states, and temporary high rates extended two others. new states adopted 
income taxes, but rates were increased fourteen states, and temporary high 
rates extended three. 

Numerous increases were also made alcoholic beverage, cigarette, gaso- 
line, and motor vehicle taxes. Widespread temporary additional taxes were im- 


posed Connecticut, for flood relief, and South Dakota, for veterans’ 
bonus. 


ADMISSION AND AMUSEMENT TAXES 
New Taxes 
Connecticut—12.5% surtax 1955 theater seats tax (S.B. 150, 1955). 


South Dakota—additional admissions and mechanical devices (Ch. 399, 1955)- 
Tennessee—2% boxing, etc., gross receipts (Ch. 328, 1955). 


New Rates 
graduated from 51¢ (Ch. 10, 4th Sp. Sess., 1956). 


Mississippi—3% all movie admissions (Ch. 108, 1955). 
Exemptions 


Maryland—gross receipts from certain benefits (Ch. 108, 1956). 
Mississippi—professional baseball games; garden, historic tours (Ch. 108, 1955). 
South Carolina—professional baseball games (Act 813, 1956). 


ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE TAXES 
New Taxes 

Alabama—beers, etc., additional per fluid ounces; wines and liquors, addi- 
tional 10% sales price (Acts 66, 78, 1955). 

Connecticut—20% surtax gallonage taxes, January-September, 1956 (S.B. 57, 
Sp. Sess., 

Delaware—license, beer wine importers, $750 (S.B. 248, 1955). 

per gallon Florida wines (Ch. 29786, 1955). 

alcoholic beverage permit, additional (Ch. 335, 1955). 

Maine—additional consumer’s excise, 24¢-75¢-$5 per gallon (Ch. 359, 1955); malt 
beverage importers, 16¢ per gallon (H.B. 672, 1955). 

alcoholic beverage gross receipts, replacing 114% alco- 
holic beverage income tax (Ch. 580, 1955). 

North Carolina—July 1955-July 1957, additional beer and ale taxes, 
depending size container (Chs. 1313, 1370, 

South Carolina—intoxicating liquor licenses: retailers, $600; wholesalers, $10,000; 
manufacturers, $25,000; additional tax per case: retailers, $2.50, wholesalers, $1.50 
(Acts 234, 813, 1956). 

South Dakota—additional alcoholic beverage gross receipts (Ch. 399, 1955). 
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Increased Rates 

California—per gallon: sparkling wines, distilled spirits, $1.50; stronger spirits, 
$3; licenses: on-sale, $6,000; off-sale, $200 (Chs. 300, 959, 1221, 1955). 

Georgia—wine, 20¢-$2 per gallon; beer, etc., per barrel and per fluid 
ounces; retail license, $25 (Acts 18t Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Kentucky—manufacturing, transporting, etc., distilled spirits, 10¢ per gallon (Ch. 
114, 1956). 

Louisiana—per gallon: liquor, sparkling wines, $1.58 (Act 152, 1956). 

Minnesota—off-sale nonintoxicating malt liquors, $15 (Ch. 551, 1955); intoxicating 
liquors: manufacturers and wholesalers, $3,000; railroads, $50; importers, $100; wines 
not more than 25% alcohol: manufacturers and wholesalers, $300; intoxicating malt 
liquors: brewers, $750; wholesalers, $150; fermented malt beverages, importers, $50; 
sacramental uses, $25 (Ch. 820, 1955). 

North Carolina—spirituous liquors, 10% retail price; fortified wines, 7o¢ per 
gallon; beer ale, per bottle (Ch. 1370, 1955). 

South Carolina—beer, etc., per gallon; per ounces; retail license, $40 
(Act 813, 1956). 
South Dakota—nonintoxicating beer and wine, per barrel (Ch. 1955). 
Texas—beer tax, $4.30 per barrel (Ch. 404, 1955). 


Extensions 


Massachusetts—through June go, 1957, temporary gallonage taxes (Ch. 495, 


through 1956 (Ch. 707, 1955) and 1957 (H.B. 2910, 1956) 20% surtax additional gross 
receipts tax. 


Washington—to June 1957, 10% retail sales spirits, wine, strong beer (Ch. 
396, 1955)- 


Reduced Rates 
Delaware—alcoholic liquor importers, (S.B. 248, 1955). 


Repeals 

Arkansas—additional taxes spirituous liquors, effective June 1955 (Acts 62, 
420, 

importer’s license (Ch. 29786, 1955). 

annual bartenders’ license (Act 206, 1955). 

North beer license: towns under 500, $50; larger towns, $100 (H.B. 
1955)- 


Refunds and Credits 
beverages damaged 1955 floods (Act 35, 2nd Sp. 


Massachusetts—taxes goods damaged 1955 floods (Ch. 745, 1955)- 


Aircraft Licenses 
(Ch. 1221, 1955). 
(H.B. 917, 1955). 
(Ch. 292, 1955). 
Wisconsin—exempted sales beer, etc., and liquor aircraft (Ch. 88, 1955). 
See also: Ohio under Iowa and Tennessee under SALEs and 
Delaware, Louisiana, and North Dakota under Tax ADMINISTRATION. 


BANK 
New Taxes 


Georgia—additional charges collected Industrial Loan Act licensees (Act 


STATE TAX LEGISLATION 1955 AND 1956 


Mississippi—14% surtax finance company privilege tax, April, 1955-June, 1956 
(H.B. 15, 
Ohio—e mills per ownership interests; additional mills per share tax, 
1957-1959 (H.B. 944, 945, 2nd Sp. Sess., 1956). 


Increased Rates 
Utah—4% net income for taxable years after 1954 (H.B. 26, 1955). 


Extensions 


Arkansas—assessment capital stock bank and trust companies (Act 396, 1955). 
Massachusetts—8% bank tax; deposit tax exemption trust companies with sav- 
ings department; through 1956 (Ch. 707, 1955) and 1957 (Ch. 354, 1956). 


Miscellaneous Provisions 


Alabama—operating loss deduction, 2-year carryback, 8-year carryover (Act 568, 

California—amendments conformity with 1954 Code (Ch. 938, 1955). 

Georgia—proportional taxation branch banks (Act 239, 1955). 

Massachusetts—deposit tax exemption notes, etc., religious, etc., organizations 
(Ch. 463, 1956). 

Wyoming—new basis for taxing shares financial institutions (H.B. 11, 1955). 


CHAIN 


Idaho—$6 wholesale and retail stores, except those with gross sales under $5,000 


(Ch. 95, 1955); and hotels, eating places, and trailer courts (Ch. 234, 1955), estab- 
lish Idaho Development and Advertising Fund. 


South Dakota—repealed, effective July 1955 (Ch. 412, 1955). 


FRANCHISE 
New Taxes 
Virginia—express company intrastate gross receipts, 3/20% (Ch. 612, 1956). 
West Virginia—$250-$5,000 insurance companies (H.B. 13, 1956). 


Increased Rates 


Alabama—$2.50 per $1,000 capital stock capital used state (Act 74, 1955). 

Idaho—$20-$200 depending value capital stock (Ch. 169, 1955). 

Maine—$10 depending value capital stock number shares (Ch. 359, 

per $1,000 capital stock used state (Ch. 118, 1955). 

New Hampshire—filing, $15; franchise minimum, $15, maximum $500 (Ch. 171, 

Texas—$2.25 per $1,000; new basis (H.B. 600, 1955). 

West Virginia—additional foreign corporation tax, 75% domestic minimum, 
$250 (H.B. 13, 1956). 


Miscellaneous Provisions 
North Carolina—cooperatives taxable, with numerous exceptions (Ch. 1313, 

reserves for pollution abatement deductible from investment (Ch. 1100, 1955). 
Ohio—depreciation and other reserves excludable (H.B. 324, 1955). 
Pennsylvania—manufacturing exemption postponed (Acts 171, 1955; 395, 1956). 
Tennessee—certain industrial development corporations exempt (Ch. 183, 1955). 
Vermont—interstate pipeline corporations exempt (Act 237, 1955). 
Virginia—volunteer fire companies exempt (Ch. 299, 1956). 
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Taxes! 
New Taxes 


Georgia—motor carriers road tax, (Act 1st Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Kansas—special fuel, additional (Ch. 294, 
Kentucky—heavy equipment and motor carriers, additional (Ch. Sp. 
1956). 

Mississippi—14% surtax oil distributors’ privilege tax, April, 1955-June, 1956 
(Ch. 119, 1955); extended through June, 1958 (H.B. 113, 1956). 

fuel tax motor fuel rates (Ch. 162, 1955). 

Nevada—inspection, gasoline lubricating oil, 1/20 (Ch. 157, 1955). 

New Mexico—special fuels, (Ch. 207, 1955). 

North Carolina—special fuels and motor carriers road tax, (Chs. 822, 823, 

North Dakota—special fuels, (Ch. 335, 1955). 

Pennsylvania—gasoline and use fuel, additional, September 13, 1955- September 
18, 1957 (Acts 137, 138, 1955); aircraft fuel, (Act 595, 1956). 

Utah—aircraft fuel, (H.B. 260, 1955). 


Increased Rates 


Alabama—gasoline and motor fuel, from (Acts 42, 44, Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Connecticut—motor and use fuel, from 6¢, through June, 1957. (Act 53, 
Sp. Sess., 1955); extended through June, 1958 (Act 60, Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Georgia—motor fuel, from (Act 12, Sp. Sess., 1955). 

fuel, from 6¢, July, 1955-June, 1957; fuel oil, from 
(Ch. 44, 

Maine—gasoline and use fuel, from (Ch. 436, 1955). 

Michigan—motor fuel and liquefied petroleum gas, from (Act 87, 1955). 

Montana—gasoline, from 7¢, April, 1955-March, 1957 (Ch. 255, 1955); diesel 
fuel, from (Ch. 210, 1955). 

Nevada—gasoline and special fuel from (Chs. 124, 261, 1955). 

North Dakota—second additional tax motor fuels, from (Ch. 336, 
1955)- 

Tennessee—inspection, from 20¢ per gallons, and from 25¢ per 
barrel for more than (Ch. 53, 1955); privilege tax, from 7/10¢ (Ch. 323, 1955). 

Texas—motor fuel and liquefied petroleum gas, from 5¢; other liquid 

Vermont—gasoline, from (Act 209, 1955). 

West Virginia—gasoline, from (Ch. 167, 1955). 

Wisconsin—motor and special fuels, from (Ch. 287, 1955). 


Extensions 


California—to December 31, 1959, gasoline 6¢, use fuel (Ch. 

Kansas—5¢ gasoline and use fuel permanent (Chs. 419, 423, 

Nebraska—through May 1959, motor fuel (Ch. 247, 

North Dakota—additional motor fuel permanent (Ch. 337, 1955). 

Oklahoma—made permanent additional special fuels, motor fuel, imported 
gasoline (H.B. 550, 551, 1955)- 

Pennsylvania—to May 31, 1957, additional motor fuels and dealer-users (Acts 
29, 30, 1955)- 


Exemptions 


Numerous exemption provisions were enacted. Intergovernmental exemptions were 
granted Colorado sales state and local governments (S.B. 157, 1955); Michigan 
sales diesel fuel federal, state, local governments (Act 65, 1956); New Mex- 


All rates are per gallon unless otherwise specified. 


STATE TAX LEGISLATION 1955 AND 1956 


ico sales the armed forces (Ch. 88, 1955); Tennessee sales agencies the 
federal government (Ch. 286, 1955); Maine municipalities (Ch. 368, 1955); Illinois 
(H.B. 505, 1955) and Wisconsin (Ch. 240, 1955) city transportation systems. Special 
exemptions for naphtha and other solvents were granted Illinois (H.B. 1124, 
Indiana (Ch. 111, 1955); Oklahoma (S.B. 215, 1955); Rhode Island (Ch. 3583, 1955); 
and Wisconsin (Ch. 215, 

School buses were exampted South Carolina (H.B. 1896, 1956) and Oklahoma, 
which also exempted FFA and 4-H Club buses and trucks (H.B. 830, 1955). Aircraft 
fuel was permanently exempted Carolina, but subjected the sales tax (Ch. 
286, 1955); and exempted from all but per gallon Montana (Ch. 13, 1955). Cali- 
fornia exempted special highway construction equipment from the use fuel tax (Ch. 
290, 1955); and North Carolina exempted nonhighway use special fuels (Ch. 822, 


Refunds 


Provisions relating dealers’ refunds were enacted Florida (Ch. 29699, 1955); 
Idaho (Ch. 267, 1955); Utah (H.B. 139, 1955); and Wisconsin (Ch. 336, 1955). Other 
refund provisions related farm tractors, Alabama (Act 38, 1955) and New Hamp- 
shire (Ch. 193, 1955); aircraft, Maryland (Ch. 638, 1955); sightseeing vessels, Mississippi 
(Ch. 106, 1956); nonhighway uses, Nebraska (Ch. 254, 1955); various nonprofit or- 
ganizations, Maryland (Ch. 105, 1956); and flood losses, Massachusetts (Ch. 745, 

See also Oregon under TAX ADMINISTRATION. 


Occupancy 
Alabama (Act 248, 1955) and Pennsylvania (Act 383, 1956) imposed taxes 
transient lodgings. 


See also North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Washington under 
TAXEs. 


INCOME TAXES 
New Taxes 


surtax, 1955 (S.B. 59, Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Kansas—individual surtax, 10%-20%-30% (H.B. 4th Sp. Sess., 1956). 

Minnesota—corporate, additional 1%; individual, additional surtax, two years 
from December 1954 (Ch. Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Mississippi—14% surtax, April, 1955-June, 1956 (H.B. 15, 1955); extended through 
June, 1958 (H.B. 113, 1956). 

New Hampshire—dividends and interest, 444% (Ch. 309, 1955). 

Oregon—corporations, 8%; utilities, 4%; individuals, 45% surtax (Chs. 334, 59%, 
596, 

South Carolina—2% net income associations (H.B. 1896, 1956). 

Wisconsin—individuals, 20% surtax, 1955-1956 (Ch. 335, 1955); 50% lieu tax 
urban transit companies (Ch. 240, 1955). 


Increased Rates 


Alabama—corporate limit increase defeated voters. 

reduction discontinued (Ch. 17, 1955); increase, 1955-1956 (Ch. 
274, 

from 3%; individuals, from .75%-3.75% 8%-4%, 
1955-1956 (H.B. 522, 
Kentucky—corporations, from 434% range 5%-7% (H.B. 4th Sp. Sess., 
1956). 
from 1955 (Ch. 281, 1955); from 
5%, from July, 1956 (Ch. 1st Sp. Sess., 1956). 

Pennsylvania—corporate net income and corporation income (Acts 382, 571, 1956), 
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from 1956 and 1957; stock life insurance companies, from 
(H.B. 31, 1955). 
South Carolina—corporations, from 5%, from July, 1955 (H.B. 1304, 
Utah—corporations, from 4%, from 1955 (H.B. 26, 1955). 


Extensions 


Connecticut—income, 334%; capital, 1.9 mills, 1955-1956 (S.B. 38, Sp. Sess., 
1955)- 

Massachusetts—corporations, additional; corporations and individuals, 20% 
surtax, 1956 (Ch. 707, 1955) and 1957 (H.B. 2910, 1956); professional, etc., income, 
additional 1%; intangible sales, additional, 1955 (Ch. 707, 1955) and 1956 (H.B. 
2910, 1956). 

Rhode Island—corporations, 5%, 1955 (H.B. 716, 1955) and 1956 (H.B. 739, 1956). 


Reduced Rates 


Georgia—corporations, from 4%; individuals, over $20,000, from 
(Act Sp. Sess., 1955). 


New York—15% first $100 tax, 10% next $200 (Ch. 287, 1956). 
Exemptions, Deductions, and Credits 


Three states permitted deduction expenses for soil and water conservation: 
Kansas (S.B. 249, 1955); Minnesota (Ch. 692, 1955); and North Carolina (H.B. 171, 
Three others allowed credit for taxes paid other states residents: Massa- 
chusetts (Ch. 780, 1955); Oklahoma (H.B. 552, 1955); and South Carolina (H.B. 1896, 
1956). Optional standard deductions were provided Iowa (H.B. 225, 1955); Mon- 
tana (Ch. 260, 1955); Utah (H.B. 215, 1955); and extended nonresidents 
Virginia (Ch. 613, 1956). 

Limits for deduction charitable, etc., contributions were fixed several states: 
Minnesota, corporations, 15%, individuals, 20% (Ch. 742, 1955); New York, 15% (Ch. 
551, 1956); North Dakota, 20% (H.B. 691, 1955); Utah, 15% gross income (H.B. 214, 
1955); Wisconsin, corporations, (Ch. 326, 1955). 

California—cooperative deduction limited (Ch. 1220, 1955). 

credit extended 1955 (H.B. 202, 1955) and 1956 (H.B. 40, 1956). 

Georgia—federal taxes not deductible; trust exemption limited; personal exemp- 
tions increased: $1,500 single; $3,000 married; $600 dependent, blind, aged (Act 
Sp. Sess., 

Iowa—net income defined (H.B. 225, 1955). 

deducted taxes taxable; teachers’ retirement benefits excluded 
(S.B. 249, 1955)- 

Kentucky—credits against tax: $12 single, dependent, aged, blind; $24 mar- 
ried; deductions 5%-6% for 1956 (H.B. 4th Sp. Sess., 1956). 

educational credit (Act 473, 1956). 

Maryland—personal exemptions: $1,600 married; $800 single, dependent, aged, 
blind (Chs. 281, 1955; 16, 1956); $600 child care deduction (Ch. 570, 1955); increased 
medical expense deduction (Ch. 571, 1955). 

Massachusetts—medical expenses deductible (Ch. 717, 1955); additional $2,000 ex- 
emption for biind (Ch. 443, 1956); deductions and credits for nonresidents (Ch. 780, 

Minnesota—deduction campaign expenditures and contributions (Ch. 775, 1955); 
elementary and secondary school tuition and transportation expenses deductible (Ch. 
741, 1955); only honorary prizes and awards exempt (Ch. 409, 1955); exclusion meals 
and lodgings; fellowships and scholarships; ministers’ rental allowance; corporate con- 
tributions capital (Chs. 22, 27; H.B. 382, 1955). 
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Mississippi—manufacturers and oil producers exempt from 14% 15, 
113, 1956); federally qualified employee retirement trusts exempt; contributions 
thereto deductible (H.B. 262, 264, 1956). 

gross income and net income defined (Ch. 260, 1955). 

New Mexico—inheritance, etc., taxes not deductible (Ch. 188, 1955). 

New York—medical expense deduction revised; maximum personal deductions 
raised (Ch. 288, 1956); additional exemptions for aged and blind (Ch. 289, 1956); 
child care deduction (Ch. 290, 1956); alimony payments taxable wife, excludable 
husband (Ch. 360, 1956). 

North Dakota—certain mutual associations exempt (S.B. 114, 

Oklahoma—Social Security benefits exempt (S.B. 219, 

Oregon—local corporate taxes deductible (Ch. 422, 1955); personal exemptions, 
$500 single and dependents, $1,000 married; additional exemption, d:fference between 
adjusted gross income and $1,000 single, $1,500 married (Ch. 596, 1955). 

South Carolina—employee trusts exempt (H.B. 1434, 

Tennessee—industrial development corporations exempt (Ch. 185, 1955). 

Utah—business expenses excluded; pension payments included; taxes not sep- 
arately assessed against taxpayer not deductible; medical expense deduction limited; 
alimony deductible; $1,200 exemption for blind; head family exemption (H.B. 
214, 1955)- 

Vermont—interstate pipeline corporations exempt (H.B. 395, 1955); additional ex- 
emptions for spouse; students classified dependents (H.B. 267, 1955). 

Virginia—credit allowed surplus years repealed (Ch. 69, 1956); business ex- 
penses deductible outside salesmen (Ch. 513, 1956). 


Depletion and Depreciation 


Special provisions for amortization air pollution control equipment were made 
California (Ch. 1413, 1955); and North Carolina (S.B. 308, 1955); grain storage 
facilities Kansas (S.B. 249, 1955); Minnesota (Ch. 428, 1955); and North Carolina 
(H.B. 171, 1955); and milkhouses and wells Wisconsin (Ch. 87, 1955). 

Georgia—followed 1954 Code newly acquired property (Act 291, 1955). 

Kansas—1954 Code percentage depletion provisions adopted (S.B. 249, 1955). 

deduction extended ships interstate foreign commerce 
(Ch. 460, 1956). 

New Mexico—depletion deduction limited state resources (Ch. 188, 1955). 

North Carolina—required same method federal returns (H.B. 170, 1955). 

North Dakota—lignite coal mines, optional 10% depletion (H.B. 564, 1955). 

Oklahoma—percentage depletion extended (S.B. 173, 1955). 

South Carolina—federal depletion adopted (Act 746, 1956). 


Exemptions for Servicemen and Veterans 
New York—compensation for combat service during induction period excluded 
(Ch. 566, 1956). 
Wisconsin—exemption extended 1955 and 1956 (Ch. 447, 1955). 
Capital Gains and Losses 
Georgia—federal liquidation provisions adopted (Act 385, 1956). 
Withholding 


Withholding provisions were adopted by: Alabama (Act 289, 1955); Idaho (H.B. 
214, 1955); Maryland (Chs. 281, 1955; 57, 64, 1956); and Montana (H.B. 144; Ch. 260, 

Oregon—withholding rate increased (Ch. 595, 1955). 


Miscellaneous Provisions 
California—laws amended conform 1954 Code (Chs. 938, 939, 
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Kansas—annuities taxed federal method (S.B. 249, 1955). 
Massachusetts—optional tax table provided (Ch. 692, 1955). 
New Mexico—optional tax federal tax repealed (Ch. 188, 1955). 
Virginia—consolidated returns permitted (Ch. 504, 1956). 

See also North Carolina under TAXEs. 


INHERITANCE, ESTATE AND TAXES 


New Taxes 


Idaho—estate tax imposed absorb federal credit (Ch. 13, 


Mississippi—14% estate tax surtax, through June, (Ch. 119, 1955); extended 
through June, 1958 (H.B. 113, 1956). 


Increased Rates 


Illinois—maximum federal credit, less state inheritance tax 21, 1955). 
Mississippi—estate tax minimum, (H.B. 265, 1956). 
Nebraska—maximum federal credit, less taxes paid states (Ch. 302, 1955). 
Vermont—collateral descendants, 12% (Act 259, 1955)- 


Extensions 
Massachusetts—20% surtax, 1956 (Ch. 707, 1955) and 1957 (Ch. 354, 1956). 


Exemptions, Credits, etc. 


Several states exempted transfers out-of-state charitable, etc., organizations, 
reciprocal basis: Kansas (Ch. 401, 1955); Louisiana (Act 598, 1956); Maryland (Ch. 
722, 1955); New Mexico (Ch. 72, 1955); and Ohio (S.B. 193, 194, 1955). Other pro- 
visions for exemption transfers various nonprofit groups were made by: New 
Jersey (Ch. 78, 1955); Pennsylvania (Act 590, 1956); and Virginia (Chs. 478, 
1956; 16, 1st Sp. Sess., 1956). Pensions paid under various public retirement systems 
were exempted California (Ch. 1956); Ohio (H.B. 744, 1955); and Wisconsin (Ch. 
859, 

California—one-half community property, transferred wife (Ch. 506, 1955); cer- 
tain nonresidents’ bank deposits (Ch. 1956). 

Colorado—Internal Revenue Code credit provisions adopted (H.B. 232, 1955). 

Connecticut—credit union accounts under $5,000 (Act 88, 1955); 1955 flood losses 
(Ch. 50, Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Mississippi—specific exemption, $60,000 (H.B. 265, 1956). 

South Carolina—additional marital deduction; exemption for grandchildren 
(H.B. 1527, 1955)- 

Vermont—direct inheritance exemption, $15,000 (H.B. 329, 1955). 
Virginia—benefits under Railroad Retirement Act (Ch. 350, 1956). 


Other Provisions 
Several states fixed three years the period within which transfers were 

treated contemplation death: Minnesota (Ch. 552, 1955); Montana (Ch. 

1955); Nebraska (Ch. 299, 1955); and South Carolina (H.B. 1470, 1955). New Hamp- 

shire fixed the period two years (Ch. 113, 

Kansas—oil and gas leases and interests taxable (Ch. 400, 1955). 

New Hampshire—basis changed from 1926 1954 Code (Ch. 72, 

Pennsylvania—2% lineal descendants adopted children (Act 501, 1956). 


INITIAL FEES AND TAXES 


New Taxes 
Massachusetts—filing amendments, $15 (Ch. 338, 1955). 
Texas—new corporation fees $25, $50, and $100 (Ch. 64, 1955). 
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Increased Fees 


Idaho—$20-$200 authorized capital stock (Ch. 153, 1955). 

Maryland—change address, per page (Ch. 607, 1955). 

Minnesota—doubled fees for domestic and foreign corporations and increases (Ch. 
820, 1955). 

New Hampshire—most fees doubled; others increased (Ch. H.B. 1955). 


Miscellaneous Provisions 
New York—trust companies exempt from various taxes (Ch. 447, 1956). 


INSURANCE 
New Taxes 


Connecticut—domestic companies, surtax, 1955 (S.B. 59, Sp. Sess., 

Delaware—burglary, etc., gross premiums, (H.B. 361, 1955). 

Florida—fire insurance companies, additional (S.B. 540, 1955). 

Indiana—foreign mutual life accident, (Ch. 55, 1955). 

Mississippi—14% surtax through June, 1956 (H.B. 15, 1955), later June, 1958 (H.B. 
113, 1956). 

South Carolina—domestic companies, gross premiums, (H.B. 1304, 

Retaliatory taxes were levied Arkansas (Act 89, 1955); Colorado (H.B. 415, 
1955); Florida (S.B. 77, 1955); and Iowa (Ch. 235, 1955). 


Increased Rates 


Alabama—domestic, 1%; foreign, annuity, other premiums 
(Act 77, 

Delaware—additional fire, 314% gross premiums (H.B. 597, 1955). 

Georgia—gross premiums, and (Act 10, Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Mississippi—foreign, gross amounts premium receipts; domestic, foreign 
less valorem 1544, 1956). 

North Carolina—domestic life, other domestic, corporate income tax 
(H.B. 10, 


Oregon—foreign, 214% gross premiums (Ch. 728, 1955). 
Extensions 


Massachusetts—2% domestic rate through 1956 (Ch. 707, 1955) and 1957 (Ch. 354, 
1956). 


Reduced Rates 


Indiana—fire marshal tax, (Ch. 336, 1955). 

Mississippi—annuity premiums: foreign, 2%; domestic, (H.B. 680, 1956). 

New Mexico—companies investing half assets state, (Ch. 178, 1955). 

Tennessee—federally exempt annuity, etc., plans, 1956, 1957, ex- 
empt thereafter (Ch. 1955). 


Miscellaneous Provisions 


Other provisions regarding annuities were made Minnesota (Ch. Sp. 
1955) and Wyoming (H.B. 1955). Deduction retaliatory taxes was permitted 
Georgia (Act 462, 1956) and Mississippi (S.B. 1544, 1956). 

See also West Virginia under and Pennsylvania INCOME 


TAXES 


Mississippi—vending machines, 14% surtax, July, 1956—June, 1958 (H.B. 113, 1956). 
Tennessee—vending machine operators, other than tobacco: $2, plus per machine, 
plus 114% gross receipts, lieu sales and privilege taxes (Ch. 191, 1955). 
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VEHICLE TAXES 


Maryland—overall increase postponed 1957; then 1958 (Chs. 30, 1956). 
Minnesota—all taxes increased 5%, effective 1957 (Ch. 749, 


Highway Use 
Idaho—basis mills per mile; rates 5.25 37.10 (Chs. 58, 265, 1955). 
Interstate Provisions 


Arizona—nonresident’s commercial vehicle, minimum (Ch. 65, 1955). 

Arkansas—drive-out tags, (Act 111, 1955). 

California—commission established make reciprocal agreements; interstate fleets 
taxed proportionately (Ch. 1002, 1955). 

Colorado—proportional registration interstate fleets disallowed; mill per 
mile for occasional trips (H.B. 271, 1955). 

Idaho—nonresident trip permit, $4; 16,000 pounds minimum for per 100 mile 
tax (Ch. 137, 1955). 

Kansas—proportional registration for foreign interstate fleets (S.B. 112, 1955). 

agreements and proportional registration for interstate fleets 
authorized (Ch. 375, 

North Dakota—go-day permit, nonresident trucks hauling agricultural equipment. 
(H.B. 598, 1955)- 

Utah—some nonresident trip permits eliminated (S.B. 93, 1955). 
licensing interstate fleets (Ch. 381, 1955). 


Motor Carriers 


Arkansas—permit, $50; trucks, $6; buses, $10 (Act 397, 1955). 

California—carriers property for hire, $100 (Ch. 1517, 1955). 

Colorado—ton-mile tax: mill empty weight, mills cargo weight; credit elimi- 
nated; (H.B. 271, 1955); highway construction vehicles exempt (S.B. 213, 1955). 

Indiana—convenience and necessity certificates, (Ch. 102, 1955). 

mill per ton-mile tax repealed (S.B. 112, 1955); trip permits repealed; 
trucks, $10; transferable plates $2.50 (S.B. 148, 1955). 

Kentucky—driveaway tags, $5; trailer identification, (Ch. 2nd Sp. Sess., 1956). 

Mississippi—mileage tax, mills per mile; common and contract carriers ex- 
empt (H.B. 752, 1956). 

Nevada—increased additional fee, $2.31 per 100 pounds; $800 maximum; alternative 
tax, 2.5¢-1¢ per mile (Ch. 204, 1955). 

New Mexico—farm produce carriers exempt (Ch. 198, 1955). 

North carrier gross receipts, (H.B. 10, 1955). 

South Carolina—farm dairy produce haulers exempt (Act 824, 1956). 

South Dakota—motor carrier definition changed; compensation plate provisions 
587, 763, 1955)- 

Tennessee—special freight fee, $35-$675 (Ch. 52, 1955); passenger carrier inspection, 
$1.25 per seat (Ch. 148, 1955); agricultural haulers’ lieu tax repealed (Ch. 215, 1955). 

Virginia—carriers’ road tax: passengers, per gallon; property, per gallon (Ch. 
457, 1956); limited common passenger carriers April, 1957 (Ch. 355, 1956). 

Washington—provisions for operating trailers (Ch. 79, 1955). 

Wisconsin—leased trailers permit, $10 (Ch. 452, 1955); additional $20 lessors 
driverless vehicles common and contract carriers (Ch. 526, 1955). 


Operators’ License Fees 


Arizona—instruction permit, 50¢ (Ch. 56, 1955). 
operator’s fee extended 1960 (Ch. 1955). 
Florida—operators and chauffeurs, 25¢ (S.B. 184, 
Georgia—learner, $1; duplicate, (Act 1st Sp. Sess., 1955). 
Indiana—operators and chauffeurs, $1.50; beginners, (Ch. 194, 1955). 
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Kentucky—operator’s duplicate, (Ch. 138, 1956). 

instruction permit, (Ch. 181, 1955). 

Minnesota—driver, $2; chauffeur’s examination and license, $3; chauffeur’s renewal, 
(Chs. 798, 820, 1955). 

Mississippi—operator’s temporary, operator, $2; duplicate, $1; common carrier 
operator, $3.50 (S.B. 154%, 1956). 

Nebraska—learners, $1.50 (L.B. 229, 1955). 

Nevada—operators, (A.B. 181, 1955). 

New Jersey—operators: year, $3; years, (Ch. 1955). 

New Mexico—operator, years, $2; chauffeur, year, $2; instruction permit, 50¢; 
duplicate, 50¢ (Ch. 179, 1955). 

New York—application fee, (Ch. 741, 1956). 

North Dakota—over 18, $2.50; under 18, $1.50 (H.B. 541, 1955). 

Oklahoma—operators, $2; chauffeurs, $4; commercial chauffeurs, (H.J.R. 
1955)- 

Texas—operators, $2; chauffeurs, $4, commercial operators, (H.B. 305, 1955). 

Virginia—operators, (Ch. 14, 1956). 

West Virginia—instruction permit, (S.B. 163, 1955). 

Wisconsin—renewals duplicates, $1; license period years (Ch. 226, 

Wyoming—operators and chauffeurs, (H.B. 212, 1955). 


Registration Fees—Dealers 


annually; additional plates, (Act 1st Sp. Sess., 1955). 
Nebraska—dealers’ plates, pair (L.B. 466, 1955). 

Nevada—first two sets, $20; aditional sets, (Ch. 289, 1955). 

Ohio—basis changed (H.B. 250, 1955); special plates, $20 per set (S.B. 221, 1955). 
South (H.B. 659, 1955). 

Wyoming—additional plates, each (H.B. 111, 1955). 


Registration Fees—Private Passenger Cars 


The practice fixing special fees for license plates bearing the call letters licensed 
amateur radio operators continued. The additional fees set 1955 and 1956 are 
follows: Connecticut, $10 (Act 201, 1955); Illinois, (S.B. 52, 1955); Maryland, 
(Ch. 562, 1955); Nebraska, $2.50 (L.B. 464, 1955); Ohio, (S.B. 59, 1955); Pennsylvania, 
(H.B. 561, 1955); South Carolina, (S.B. 312, 1955); and Utah, (H.B. 180, 1955). 
Michigan lowered the fee including regular registration fees (Act 182, 1955). 

number states also made special provision for antique vehicles: Arizona (Ch. 
98, 1955); Colorado (H.B. Connecticut (Act 143, 1955); Delaware (S.B. 473, 
1955); Idaho (Ch. 186, 1955); Illinois (S.B. 143, 1955); Kansas (S.B. 126, 1955); Maine 
(Ch. 351, 1955); Missouri (S.B. 174, 1955); Montana (H.B. 114, 1955); North Carolina 
(H.B. 751, 1955); Pennsylvania (Act 384, 1956); South Dakota (S.B. 84, 1955); and 
Washington (Ch. 100, 1955). 

Connecticut—flat fee (Act 310, 1955). 

(Act 1st Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Idaho—$7.50-$17.50, depending age (Ch. 263, 1955). 

Mississippi—license tag, $2; substitute, $3.50 (S.B. 1584, 1956). 

Nebraska—flat fee (L.B. 519, 1955). 

New based manufacturer’s shipping weight (Ch. 1955). 

North Dakota—$6.75-$203.50 (H.B. 535, 

Tennessee—$6-$9.50-$13 (Ch. 52, 


Registration Fees—Trucks, Trailers, Buses, etc. 


Arkansas—excess weight fees, $1-$7 per ton, based tonnage and mileage (Act 
192, 
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California—increased weight fees extended January, 1960 (Ch. 1955); trailer 
coach service fee, (Ch. 1619, special highway equipment registration, (Ch. 
1861, 1955). 

Colorado—special provisions for intercity, intracity, and special vehicles (H.B. 271, 
1955; 13, 1956). 

Connecticut—transporters, $10-$20 per set plates (Act 314, 1955); fees for addi- 
tional semi-trailers (Act 348, 1955). 

Georgia—all registration fees revised (Act 1st Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Idaho—commercial vehicles, $10-$55; combination, $55-$100; utility trailers, 
$2.50-$8, depending weight (Ch. 265, 1955). 

mixers mounted trucks, (H.B. 763, 1955). 

Kansas—new schedule fees (S.B. 112, 1955; S.B. 1956). 

$4.50; house trailers, $9.50 (Ch. Sp. Sess., 1956). 

Louisiana—certain farm vehicles exempt (Act 348, 1956). 

Maine—farm trucks, $20-$60, depending gross weight (Ch. 383, 1955). 

Maryland—farm trucks, 2,501-5,000 pounds, $20 (Ch. 233, 1955). 

Massachusetts—semi-trailers, $15 (Act 569, 1956). 

Michigan—additional fees, per 100 pounds (Act 87, 1955). 

Minnesota—intercity buses, $125-$550 (Ch. 605, 1955); carriers, $12.50 (Ch. 820, 
1955); new rate for semi-trailers (Ch. 352, 

Montana—trip permit fees changed (H.B. 238, 1955); additional fees, (H.B. 
269, 1955); trucks and truck-tractors, $6-$435; trailers and semi-trailers, $3.50-$435, plus 
additional fees over 42,000 pounds (H.B. 326, 1955). 

Nebraska—cabin trailers, $10 (L.B. 495, 1955); buses, trucks, $12.50- 
519, 1955)- 

Nevada—fees increased truck trailers, truck tractors, and semi-trailers 
per 100 pounds (Ch. 221, 1955). 

New Mexico—additional fees based age and weight (Chs. 19, 276, 1955); carriers 
farm products, $50 (Ch. 198, 1955)- 

North Dakota—in lieu tax truck-tractors moving buildings (S.B. 205, 1955); 
trucks, trailers, buses, $4.25-$1,130; additional bus fee, $8.50 per passenger over prop- 
erty transporters additional fee, $4-$6.75 per ton (H.B. 535, 

Oklahoma—house trailers, $15 plus 50¢ per $100 over $1,500; 10% reduction each 
year (H.B. 1044, proportional registration intercity buses (H.B. 873, 1955). 

Oregon—house trailers, 360 inches less, $15; others, $25 (Ch. 212, 1955); fixed 
load vehicles, $25 (Ch. 736, 1955). 

Pennsylvania—commercial vehicles, $16.50-$450; trailers and semi-trailers, 
depending tire type (H.B. 1288, 1955); motor bus fee (Act 509, 1956). 

South Dakota—trailers 1,200 pounds, (H.B. 762, 1955). 

Tennessee—increased fees for farm trucks, $70; passenger vehicles for hire, $15 plus 
$15 for each seat over freight vehicles, $25-$525 (Ch. 52, 1955); logging trucks 
18,000 pounds, $go (Ch. 316, 1955). 

Texas—buses, per 100 pounds (H.B. 162, 1955). 

Utah—trucks, buses, combinations, $7.50-$520; trailers, $5; other than pneumatic 
tires, 114 times regular fee (S.B. 1955). 

Vermont—tractors taxed trucks (H.B. 67, 1955); trucks over 40,000, $1.15 per 100 
pounds (H.B. 322, 1955). 

Virginia—private carriers, 50,001-56,800 pounds, $7.50; for hire, (Ch. 
1956); church buses, $10 (Ch. 597, 1956); certain carriers exempt (Ch. 705, 1956). 

Washington—additional fees extended through 1957 (S.B. 490, 1955). 

Wisconsin—farm trucks, regular fees (Ch. 557, 1955); dairy produce transporters, 
$16-$525 (Ch. 683, 1955); urban mass transportation, additional (Ch. 240, 1955). 

Wyoming—trailers, 700 pounds less, exempt from fee (H.B. 164, 1955). 
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Registration Fees—Miscellaneous 

before July $2.50 after (Ch. 65, 1955); transporters, $250 plus for 
each additional plate (Ch. 57, 1956). 

California—$8 fee extended January 1960 (Ch. 

Colorado—publicly owned motor vehicles exempt (H.B. 104, 1956). 

Connecticut—farm vehicles, (Act 329, 1955). 

Georgia—ad valorem taxes paid before license tags issued (Act 398, 1955). 

Idaho—partial year, minimum (Ch. 58, 1955). 

Indiana—duplicate, 50¢ (Ch. 273, 1955). 

Kansas—transfer duplicate, 50¢; plates, (S.B. 32, 1955); mail registra- 
tion, 50¢ additional (S.B. 180, 1955). 

Maine—transit plates, $25 each for first $10 each additional (H.B. 615, 1955). 

Maryland—transporters, $50 first set, $10 each additional (Ch. 575, 1955); veterans’ 
organizations, Red Cross, etc., exempt (Ch. 105, 1956). 

Minnesota—25¢ adidtional fee (Ch. 396, 1955); transfer fee (Ch. 1st Sp. Sess., 

Mississippi—duplicates, (H.B. 449, 1956); trailer privilege tax (H.B. 452, 1956). 

Montana—special trip permit, (Ch. 182, 1955); duplicate number plate, (H.B. 
1955); special mobile equipment, (H.B. 1955). 

Nebraska—various publicly owned vehicles exempt (L.B. 1955). 

New Hampshire—snow vehicles, fee ended (Ch. 144, 1955). 

New Jersey—disabled World War veterans exempt (Ch. 49, 1956). 

New York—$4 snowmobile license ended (Ch. 251, 1955); moving coach house 
trailers, (Ch. 751, 1956); earth movers, (Ch. 776, 1956). 

North Dakota—transporters, $50 annually, $15 per plate (H.B. 682, 1955). 

Oregon—transporters, $25, annually, per set plates (Ch. 668, 1955). 

Rhode Island—sales and use taxes paid before registration (Ch. 3740, 1956). 


South Carolina—local taxes paid before registration (H.B. 1304, 1955; Act 757, 
1956). 

South Dakota—night visibility plates, 50¢ additional (H.B. 556, 1955). 

Wisconsin—trench hoes, $10 (Ch. 342, 1955). 


Sales Taxes Motor Vehicles 


Maine—excise house trailers, lieu personal property tax (Ch. 191, 1955). 
New sales price time titling (Ch. 247, 1955). 

North Carolina—motor vehicles and airplanes, sales and use (H.B. 10, 1955). 
South Dakota—excise increased (Ch. 191, 1955). 

excise house trailers (S.B. 425, 1955). 


Title Fees 


Indiana—$1, plus service fee (Ch. 273, 1955); aircraft included (Ch. 164, 1955). 


(S.B. 397, 1955)- 
Kansas—$1 (S.B. 32, 1955). 


Maryland—various vehicles exempt (Chs. 56, 105, 1956). 
Ohio—$1; memorandum certificates, (H.B. 289, 1955). 
Wisconsin—$1; duplicate, (Ch. 319, 1955). 


Miscellaneous Provisions 

per pound manufacturer’s gross weight; pilots’ registra- 
tion, exempt from personal property (Ch. 81, 1956). 

New Mexico—dismantling permit, 50¢ (Ch. 183, 1955). 

Washington—aircraft dealers, $25; renewal, $10; per aircraft (Ch. 150, 1955). 

See also Maine and Michigan under and Oregon under Tax 
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OLEOMARGARINE TAXES 


Minnesota—producers and dealers license, increased from (Ch. 820, 1955). 
South Dakota—butterfat, decreased from per pound (H.B. 614, 1955). 


New residents 21-70, 1955-1956 (Ch. 50, 1955); honorably dis- 
charged Korean veterans exempt (Ch. 12, 1955). 
Wyoming—exemptions firemen and wives from poll tax (Ch. 128, 1955) and war 
veterans from road poll tax (Ch. 137, 1955) discontinued. 


Property 
New Taxes 
mill per $1; other property, additional direct annual tax (Ch. 
Massachusetts—farm animals lieu tax, per $1,000 valuation (Ch. 400, 1956). 
West Virginia—annual tax real and personal property (H.B. 1956). 
Wisconsin—coal and steel dock taxes (Chs. 373, 588, 


Extensions 


Massachusetts—utility corporation franchise tax surtaxes, through 1957 (Ch. 354, 
Ohio—additional utilities capital stock tax, through 1957 (H.B. 200, 1955). 


Abatements, Refunds, etc. 

Alabama—reduced taxes and assessments for property destroyed fire, flood, and 
theft (Ch. 130, 1955). 

Massachusetts—abatement for 1954 hurricane and 1955 flood damage (Chs. 46, 699, 
1955; 208, 1956). 

Pennsylvania—abatement for flood damage (Act 386, 1956). 


Assessment 
Alabama—new assessment January 1957 (Act 153, 
California—survey and equalization postponed 1957 (Ch. 256, 1955). 
Idaho—revaluation 1961 (Ch. 101, 1955). 
Kansas—quadrennial reassessment repealed; administration counties from 1956 
(H.B. 236, 
Nebraska—valuation basic, rather than actual, value (L.B. 148, 1955). 
New Mexico—quadrennial reassessment suspended until 1960 (Ch. 171, 1955). 
Oregon—county reassessment every years; true cash value redefined (Chs. 575, 
1955)- 
Washington—reassessment June, 1958; quadrennially thereafter (S.B. 371, 1955). 
Wyoming—assessment fair, rather than true, value; grazing land 50% reduction 
repealed (S.B. 18; H.B. 12, 1955). 


Easements for Servicemen and Veterans 


veterans eligible (S.B. 152, 

Louisiana—veterans’ homestead exemption through 1964 (Act 589, 1956). 

Massachusetts—exemption broadened (Chs. 381, 651, 1956). 

New Hampshire-—limited residence (Ch. 289, 1955); increased for disabled (H.B. 
329, 1956). 

North Dakota—increased for disabled (H.B. 827, 1955). 

Oregon—exemption increased (Ch. 247, 1955). 

South Dakota—widows Korea veterans eligible (Ch. 175, 1955). 

Texas—veterans’ organizations’ real property exempt (S.B. 85, 
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Exemptions—Governmental 


Florida—neighboring states’ bridges and approaches (S.B. 381, 

Kentucky—federal neighboring states’ bridges (Ch. 4th Sp. Sess., 1956). 

Michigan—federally- state-owned ships (Act 43, 

New York—certain property foreign governments (Ch. 700, 1955). 

Wisconsin—water and sanitary district property (Ch. 77, 1955). 

Wyoming—government owned property used for nongovernmental purposes 
(H.J.R. 


Exemptions—Homesteads and Household Goods 


Colorado—household furnishings and personal effects (H.C.R. 1956). 
household furniture, etc., $1,000 (S.B. 374, 1955)- 
Georgia—housing cooperative stockholders (Act 11, 1955). 
Kentucky—household goods (Ch. 111, 1954). 

Nebraska—household goods, etc., $200 per family (Ch. 1955). 
Virginia—enumerated household goods (Ch. 637, 1956). 
homestead exemption repealed (H.B. 16, 1955). 


Free parking areas churches and other organizations were exempted California 
(Res. Ch. 107, 1955); (H.B. 719, 1955); and Oregon (Ch. 258, 1955). Certain 
property storage was exempted Idaho (Ch. 27, 1955); Indiama (Ch. 72, 
Michigan (Act 206, 1956); and Oklahoma (H.B. 580, 1955). Facilities for pollution con- 
trol were exempted New Hampshire (Ch. 196, 1955) and North Carolina (S.B. 308, 
1955)- 

being repaired (Ch. 1955); blind vendor’s stock (Ch. 1549, 
1955)- 

Connecticut—private nonprofit hospitals; nonprofit religious camps (Chs. 130, 431, 

Florida—medical societies’ property (S.B. 930, 1955). 

Indiana—mobile homes state under days (Ch. 107, 1955). 

Louisiana—nonprofit corporations promoting international trade and travel (Act 
1955); school taxes excluded from 10-ycar new industry exemption (Act 615, 1956). 

Maryland—farm loan company shares (Ch. 1956); aircraft subject registration 
(Ch. 81, 1956). 

Michigan—Boy Scout vessels (Act 73, 1955). 

Mississippi—nonprofit little theater groups (H.B. 809, 1956); certain manufacturers 
(H.B. 521; S.B. 1618, 1956). 

Nevada—volunteer fire departments (Ch. 147, 1955). 

Jersey—church district superintendents’ residences $5,000 (Ch. 148, 1955). 

New York—dental societies’ real property (Ch. 550, 1955); corporations promoting 
dramatic arts (Ch. 869, 1956); limited-profit housing projects (Ch. 585, 1956). 

North fire protection districts (Ch. 230, 1955); exemption bank, 
etc., shares ended (H.B. 995, 

Ohio—withheld taxes; nonresidents’ deposits (S.B. 374, 1955); tax liquor 
bonded warehouses repealed (H.B. 580, 1955). 

Oklahoma—retirement funds (H.B. 972, 1955). 

Oregon—personal property dock commissions (Ch. 267, 1955); charitable exemp- 
tion liberalized (Ch. 576, 1955). 

Pennsylvania—manufacturing exemption postponed until 1957 (H.B. 38, 1955); after 
1957 (Act 395, 1956). 

Texas—organizations preserving historical sites (S.B. 85, 1955). 

Utah—property moving through freight rates (S.B. 118, 1955). 

Virginia—various nonprofit groups exempted (Chs. 478, 1956; 16, ist Sp. Sess., 1956). 

Washington—school and college exemption broadened (Ch. 196, 1955). 
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Wisconsin—parsonage exemption expanded (Ch. 130, 1955). 
Wyoming—exemption county stock and agricultural societies and property 
organizations used for commercial activities repealed (Chs. 138, 140, 1955). 


Farm Products, Livestock, and Machinery 


and beeswax exempt (S.B. 1955). 

Louisiana—-special provisions for tung nuts and oil (Act 115, 1956). 

Massachusetts—farm machinery $1,000 exempt (Ch. 384, 1956). 

Michigan—farm products storage exempt (Act 206, 1956). 

Nebraska—new basis for grain and seed taxes authorized (L.B. 154, 

North Carolina—peanuts taxed 20%-60% other property (S.B. 76, 1955). 

Ohio—agricultural products stored under federal control (S.B. 107, 1955); 
factured tobacco extent unpaid federal loans (S.B. 204, 1955), exempt. 

Virginia—growing and selling nursery products exempt (Ch. 241, 1956). 


Limits 
West Virginia—school limit increase rejected voters (S.B. 398, 1955). 


Other Provisions 


Arizona—mobile homes taxed unsecured personal property (Ch. 115, 1956). 

constitutional amendment (S.J.R. 16, 1955) authorizing classifica- 
tion property for taxation defeated voters. 

Kansas—proposed constitutional amendment (Ch. 12, 1955) permitting separate 
classification motor vehicles defeated voters. 

Mississippi—medical service corporations taxable (S.B. 1537, 1956). 

Nebraska—all intangibles not expressly exempt taxable (L.B. 148, 1955). 

Virginia—constitutional amendment (Ch. 371, 1956) providing for separate taxation 
household goods, and permitting local exemption, approved voters. 

See also Georgia, Maine, and Maryland under and South 
Dakota under Taxes. 


TAXES 

Increased Rates 
Florida—dog tracks, all the “breaks” (S.B. 293, 1955). 
Louisiana—pari-mutuel, (Act 40, 1st Sp. Sess., 1956). 
Maryland—5%; trotting pacing, $2,000,000 (Ch. 48, 1956). 
New Hampshire—pari-mutuel, (Ch. 74, 1955)- 
Ohio—running races, each bracket increased (H.B. 334, 
West Virginia—pari-mutuel, (S.B. 262, 1955); (H.B. 10, 1956). 


Extensions 


Massachusetts—through 1956, additional (Ch. 276, 1955). 

Rhode pari-mutuel through June go, 1956 (H.B. 716, 1955); through 
June 30, 1957 (Ch. 3739, 1956). 
Other Provisions 

Florida—daily fees from $150-$400 dog tracks with daily pool under $25,000 
lieu percentage taxes (H.B. 565, 1955)- 

plus half “breaks” days under $300,000 (S.B. 811, 1955). 


Kentucky—nonprofit tracks exempt (H.B. 45, 1956). 
New York—nonprofit tracks taxable (Ch. 813, 1955). 


SALEs, Use, AND Gross TAXES 
New Taxes 


Arizona—2% use tax (H.B. Sp. Sess., 1955). 
tax, through June go, 1957, thereafter (S.B. 510, 1955). 
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wholesale use tax (H.B. 85, 1955). 

Nevada—2% sales and use tax (Ch. 397, 1955). 

selective sales and use tax, from June 1957 (Act 381, 1956). 
South additional sales and use (S.B. 1955). 

West small loan business gross income (H.B. 128, 1955). 


Increased Rates 


Connecticut—from January-September, 1956 (Ch. 51, 2nd Sp. Sess., 
1955)- 

98% gross receipts 214% gross receipts, July 1955- 
June 1957, thereafter (S.B. 509, 1955). 

Iowa—from July 1955-July 1957 (Ch. 45, 

Michigan—business receipts tax: utilities, from mill mills; other businesses, 
from mills 614 mills (Act 282, 1955). 

Mississippi—from 3%, with numerous exceptions (Ch. 109, 1955). 

Tennessee—from (Ch. 51, 1955). 

and use, from business and occupation surtax, 
from 20% 60% (Ch. 10, Sp. Sess., 1955). 


Extensions 


Connecticut—sales and use tax, 3%, October, 1956-June, 1957; unincorporated busi- 
ness tax, and $2, 1955-1956 (S.B. 23; 56, 1st Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Michigan—business receipts tax permanent (Act 282, 1955). 

tax (Ch. 111, 1955). 

North Dakota—sales tax, through June go, 1957 (Ch. 329, 1955). 

Rhode Island—2% sales and use, through May 31, 1956 (Ch. 3521, 1955) and May 
$1, 1957 (Ch. 1956). 

Washington—business and occupation surtax, through June, 1957 (S.B. 173, 


Reduced Rates 


Virginia—wholesale merchants, effective 1959, from 20¢ i3¢ per $100 (Ch. 663, 
1956). 
West reduction total tax from July 1955 (Ch. 166, 1955). 


Exemptions 


Provisions regarding exemption materials sold governmental units agen- 
cies, used contracts for them, were enacted Arizona (Ch. 1956); Nevada 
(Ch. 397, 1955); and Tennessee (Ch. 242, 1955). Livestock and poultry feed were ex- 
empted Arkansas (Act 94, 1955); Mississippi (H.B. 17, 1955); and Tennessee (Ch. 

Arkansas—use tax, cotton ginners (Act 55, 

California—certain property used outside state (Chs. 126, 1505, 1955); autos loaned 
for school driver training (Ch. 13, 1956). 

Connecticut—trees sold state forester (Act 47, 1955); medical supplies (Act 164, 

Florida—certain information services; candy under 25¢; cheesecloth for shading 
seed beds (S.B. 1009, 1955). 

receipts, amounts for trade-ins (S.B. 796, 1955). 

Indiana—encumbrances real property, and property received trade (Chs. 
266, 291, 1955); condemnation proceeds; certain insurance benefits (Ch. 47, 1955). 

Maine—funeral services (H.B. 506, 1955). 

Maryland—sawmill services (Ch. 566, 1955); movie rentals; printing and sales 
newspapers (Chs. 96, 108, 1956). 

Michigan—sales tax, fitted artificial limbs and eyes; motor vehicles delivered 
nonresidents (Act 76, 1955); use tax, products consumed contractors with exempt 
organizations; servicemen’s motor vehicles taxed another state (Act 235, 1955). 
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Mississippi—use tax, rental lease charges (H.B. 196, 1955); field warehouses (H.B. 
768, 1956). 

religious and charitable organizations; numerous specified sales 
(Ch. 397, 1955)- 

New Mexico—trade-in allowances deductible (Ch. 1st Sp. Sess., 1955). 

North Carolina—fuel sold manufacturers (H.B. 10, 1955). 

North Dakota—interstate commerce exemption limited railway cars, etc. (H.B. 
846; S.B. 168, 1955). 

South Carolina—vending machine sales under 10¢ (Act 813, 1956). 

Tennessee—caskets, vaults; sales telephone cooperatives (Chs. 194, 340, 1955); 
material used contracts for churches, cooperatives (Ch. 242, 1955). 

Texas—certain radios exempt from radio and television tax (H.B. 630, 1955). 

Washington—cattle and milk cows (Ch. 137, 1955); accommodation sales (Ch. 97, 

West Virginia—sales specified organizations, etc. (H.B. 127, 1955). 


Inclusions 


Receipts from rental transient lodgings were taxed North Carolina (H.B. 10, 
1955); South Carolina (H.B. 1304, 1955); Tennessee (Ch. 51, 1955); and Washington 
(S.B. 173, 1955)- 

Georgia—contractors liable all property used (Act 180, 1955). 

Indiana—grain handlers (Ch. 260, 1955). 

tax, bowling alleys (H.B. 381, 1955); sales and use taxes, beer and 
cigarettes (S.B. 417, 1955)- 

Maine—isolated sales motor vehicles (H.B. 1229, 

tax, rentals; farm, etc., products; manufacturers’ sales for resale; 
use tax, services (Ch. 332, 1955); materials used manufacturing (Ch. 118, 1956). 

South Carolina—property rentals (H.B. 1304, 1955). 

South Dakota—use tax, railroad and telephone system operating property (S.B. 281, 

Tennessee—services; parking charges, beer and alcoholic beverages (Ch. 51, 1955). 


Miscellaneous Provisions 


for 1955 flood damages (Act 34, 2nd Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Maine—bracket system changed, sales 18¢ less exempt (H.B. 564, 1955). 

Michigan—business receipts tax, depreciation deductions allowed, additional 10% 
deduction payroll over 50% gross receipts (Act 282, 1955). 

Mississippi—tax salesmen (H.B. 825, 1956). 

Pennsylvania—bracket system, exempting sales 10¢ less (Act 381, 1956). 

See also South Carolina under Tennessee under 
and Maine, New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Washington under 
VEHICLE 


SEVERANCE AND PRODUCTION TAXES 

New Taxes 

Minnesota—15% surtax ore production, except taconite, and royalties (Ch. 
Sp. Sess., 

Mississippi—14% surtax, April, 1956 (H.B. 15, 1955); extended through 
June, 1958 (H.B. 113, 1956). 

Nebraska—oil and gas severance, (L.B. 216, 1955). 

Oklahoma—uranium production, 5%, lieu valorem (H.B. 1955). 

South Dakota—mineral products severance, additional (S.B. 1955). 

and gas conservation, mills per market value (H.B. 17, 1955); tung- 
sten, uranium, oil, and gas, (H.B. 262, 1955). 
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Increased Rates 
Mississippi—timber severance taxes (H.B. 422, 1956). 
New Mexico—oil and gas production, .14% (Ch. 201, 1955). 
Virginia—forest products tax (Ch. 61, 1956). 


Repeals 


per ton coal mining privilege tax (Act 390, 1955). 
per ton lignite tax (Act 192, 1956). 


Drinks 


Tennessee—$100-$5,000, number cases, replacing gross receipts 
(Ch. 309, 1955)- 


TRANSFER AND RECORDING TAXES 


Florida—certain warehouse mortgages exempt (S.B. 655, 

realty transfer tax extended through May, 1957 (H.B. 36, 1955); 
additional exemptions added (Act 400, 1956). 

Virginia—nonprofit hospital deeds, etc., exempt (Ch. 377, 1956). 

See also Minnesota under Tax ADMINISTRATION. 


New Taxes 
Maryland—additional cigarette license fees: retailers, $2.50 for each place busi- 
ness; wholesalers and vending machine operators, $250 (Ch. 96, 1956). 
Minnesota—tobacco products, except cigarettes, 15% wholesale price; licenses, dis- 
tributors, $25, subjobbers, $10 (Ch. Sp. Sess., 1955). 
Missouri—1 mill per cigarette (S.B. 351, 1955). 


Ohio—additional per pack (H.B. 939, 

Oregon—proposed mill tax rejected voters (Ch. 725, 1955). 
Pennsylvania—additional per pack, October, 1955-May, 1957 (Act 139, 
South Dakota—additional cigarette gross receipts (S.B. 1955). 
Texas—cigarettes, per 1,000 (H.B. 660, 1955). 

Washington—cigarettes, additional per 10¢ (Ch. 1st Sp. Sess., 1955). 

West Virginia—additional per pack, July, 1956-June, 1958 (H.B. 12, 1956). 


Increased Rates 
mills-1 per cigarette, 4¢-8¢ per pack, depending size (Act 


mills per cigarette, February-October, 1956 (Ch. 79, 2nd Sp. Sess:, 


Georgia—cigarettes, 214, and mills; cigars, mills each $20 per 1,000; de- 
pending size (Act 11, 1st Sp. Sess., 1955). 

Idaho—cigarettes, 1/3 each (Ch. 74, 1955). 

Maine—cigarettes, mills each (Ch. 359, 1955). 

Mississippi—cigarettes, each; cigars, $1-$14 per 1,000; snuff, per 
sales price (H.B. 1955). 

New per cigarettes (Ch. 10, 1956). 
South Dakota—cigarettes, pounds per 1,000, mills (S.B. 370, 1955). 
and mills per cigarette (Ch. 286, 1955). 


Extensions 
Massachusetts—cigarettes, additional mill, through August, 1956 (Ch. 707, 1955) 


and August, 1957 (Ch. 354, 1956). 
Texas—temporary increased rates permanent (H.B. 660, 1955). 


TAX POLICY 
Repealed Taxes 


Delaware—cigar tax (S.B. 115, 1955). 
Wisconsin—cigarette papers and tubes (Ch. 590, 1955). 


Other Provisions 


Provisions for dealer, etc., discounts were made Alabama (Act 352, 1955); Maine 
(Chs. 359, 1955); Massachusetts (Ch. 720, 1956); Nevada (A.B. 356, 1955); New Jersey 
(Ch. 10, 1956); and Wisconsin (Chs. 286, 668, 1955). 

Refunds were authorized Delaware repealed cigar taxes (Ch. 621, 1956); and 
Massachusetts for flood damaged cigarettes (Ch. 745, 

New Jersey (Ch. 18, 1955) and Pennsylvania (H.B. 734, 1955) exempted cigarettes 
distributed hospitalized veterans. 


See also under SALEs Taxes and South Dakota under ADMINISTRATION. 


New Taxes 


Several states imposed utility taxes support regulatory commissions: Colorado, 
1/5 gross intrastate operating revenues, except motor carriers pay- 
ing passenger-mile ton mile taxes (H.B. 164, 1955); Idaho, 
railroads and other utilities (Ch. 177, 1955); Mississippi, $200,000 an- 
nually, prorated (H.B. 123, 1956); New Hampshire, $75,000 annually (Ch. 
203, 1955); and Rhode Island (Ch. 3436, 1955). New Mexico voters defeated proposed 
constitutional amendment establishing such commission (S.J.R. 1955); and Ohio 
extended its utility assessment for this purpose through 1956 (H.B. 179, 

surtax (S.B. 59, 2nd Sp. Sess., 

Minnesota—taconite railroads, gross receipts (Ch. 730, 1955). 

South Dakota—rural telephone companies, gross receipts, lieu per- 
sonal property taxes (Ch. 423, 


Increased Rates 
Maine—telephone and telegraph maximum, (H.B. 1205, 1955). 
Maryland—gross receipts, (Ch. 422, 1955). 
Washington—railroad regulatory fee, (Ch. 125, 
Extensions 


Ohio—additiona! utility tax, through 1957 (H.B. 200, 1955). 
Pennsylvania—14 mill gross receipts tax, through 1956 (H.B. 37, 1955). 
Washington—10% surtax, through June, 1957 (Ch. 389, 


Reduced Rates 
North Carolina—street transportation companies, (H.B. 10, 1955). 
West Virginia—total tax reduced (S.B. 260, 1955). 


Other Provisions 


New Jersey—gross receipts maximum, (Ch. 268, 1955); minimum, (Ch. 
15, 1956). 

New York—certain private school buses exempt from additional tax (Ch. 181, 
1955); per quarter exclusion for public passenger buses (Ch. 680, 1956). 

Tennessee—transportation company gross receipts taxes repealed (Ch. 215, 1955). 

Virginia—urban bus systems exempt (Ch. 189, 1955). 

See also Massachusetts and Ohio under Property and Michigan under SALEs 
TAXEs. 


PROVISIONS 


Iowa voters November, 1956, approved $26 million bond issue pay bonus 
Korean veterans, the bonds financed property taxes. 


STATE TAX LEGISLATION 1955 AND 1956 


South Dakota imposed additional taxes admissions, alcoholic beverages, prop- 
erty, sales, and tobacco pay for veterans’ bonus. These taxes were terminated 
February, 1956, when sufficient funds had been accumulated. 


Tax ADMINISTRATION 


Delaware abolished the Delaware Liquor Commission and transferred its duties 
the new Delaware Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission (S.B. 286, 1955). 

Louisiana transferred from the Collector Revenue the newly created Board 
Alcoholic Beverage Control the power license, regulate, and control all traffic 
beverages containing more than alcohol (Act 36, 1956). 

Minnesota transferred the collection the mortgage registry tax from the State 
Treasurer the Department Revenue (Ch. 857, 1955). 

North Dakota transferred the administration beer taxes from the State Tax 
Commissioner the State Treasurer (H.B. 551, 

Oregon transferred the administration motor fuel and motor vehicle taxes and 
motor vehicle registration the newly created Department Motor Vehicles (Ch. 287, 

South Dakota created Department Revenue, transferring the 
the duties the Secretary Finance, Director the Division Licensing, and Direc- 
tor Taxation (Ch. 246, 1955), and transferred administration the cigarette tax 
from the Secretary Agriculture the Department Licensing (Ch. 415, 1955). 

West Virginia permitted tax suits other states reciprocal basis (H.B. 124, 


1955)- 


Tax STUDIES 


The following tables list the special studies state tax structures authorized 1955 
1956. Reports resulting from such studies often influence tax legislation. 


SPECIAL COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES AUTHORIZED 


State Subject Members Report Date 


Georgia Conforming state income Income Tax Committee December 1956 
tax with federal Code 
Kentucky Encouraging purchase Legislative Research December 1957 
gasoline out-of-state 
truckers 
Placing regulation car- Legislative Research 1958 session 
riers one department Commission 
Maryland Taxation and fiscal affairs Legislative Council 
Revenue sources for Special Commission 
Baltimore 
Michigan Severance taxes Special Committee 1957 session 
Tax and revenue ouse Committee 1957 session 
roblems 
iquor laws Special Committee 1957 session 
Mississippi Inequities revenue Legislative Recess Study 1958 session 
Highway taxes and Recess Legislative Highway 
planning Planning Commission 
New York Carrier taxation Legislative Committee March 31, 1957 
Property taxes ard Equalization and 1959 
Assessment 
Rhode Island Massachusetts’ income Special Committee 1957 
tax nonresidents 
South Carolina Withholding Special Committee 
Virginia State and local taxes; Special Commission September 1956 
sales tax Advisory Legislative Council October 1957 
ithholding 
Inheritance and gift tax Advisory Legislative Council September 1957 


reported Commerce Clearing House State Review, October 


TAX POLICY 


SPECIAL COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES AUTHORIZED 


State 
Alabama 


California 


Colorado 


Florida 


Idaho 
Kansas 


Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 


Montana 


Nebraska 


Nevada 


New Hampshire 


New York 


North Carolina 
North Dakota 


Ohio 


Oregon 
Pennsylvania 


South Carolina 


Texas 
Wisconsin 


reported Commerce Clearing House State Tax Review, January 


Note: substantial part the information contained this issue was obtained from State Tar 


Subject 


All revenue laws exclu- 
sive local laws 


Settlement liability for 
delinquent sales and use 
taxes 

Conforming state and 
federal gift taxes 


Severance taxes 
Conforming state and 
federal income taxes 


State and local taxes 
Tax structure the state 


Property assessment 
Taxation generally 


Motor vehicle licensing 
Taxation generally 


Taxes special fuels 


Taxation generally 
Taxation generally 
State tax structure 
Taxation generally 


Continuation special 
mill levy 
Taxation generally 


Sources 
Motor vehicle taxation 
Real and personal prop- 
erty tax exemptions 


Federal, state and local 
tax 

Carrier taxation 
Revision Revenue Act 


Ton-mile tax 


Property valuation laws 
Oleomargarine taxation 


Sales tax law 


Taxation generally 


Taxation generally, ex- 
clusive local 


Taxation 
trucks using state high- 
ways 

Fiscal conditions 

Tax structure 

Revenue sources 

Real property law 
Exemption 
income 


Members 


Special Committee 


Report Date 


1957 session 


Assembly Interim Committee 1957 session 


Law Revision Commission 


Legislative Committee 
Legislative Council 


Committee five Senators 
Citizens Tax Council 


Tax Structure Committee 
Special Committee 


Legislative Council 
Special Committee 


Corporations 
and 

Special Commission 
Committee five Senators 
Twenty civic leaders 


Commission Reorganiza- 
tion State Government 


Legislative Council 


Legislative Council 


Special Committee 
Legislative Council 


Joint Committee 


Joint Legislative Committee 


Joint Legislative Committee 
Special Commission 


Legislative Research 
Committee 

Legislative Council 
Legislative Council 


Legislative Service 
Commission 

Special Committee 
Special Committee 


Special Committee 


Fiscal Survey Commission 
Legislative Council 


Committee 
Legislative Council 
Legislative Council 


Guide Service published Commerce Clearing House, Inc. 


1956 budget session 


1956 
ebruary, 1956 


1957 session 
Prior 1957 session 


October, 1956 
Before 1957 session 
Next regular session 
1956 


December, 1955 
December, 1955 
1957 session 


December, 1956 


Next session 


Next session 
Next session 
1957 


1957 


March 31, 1956 


March 31, 1956 
1957 session 
Next session 


1957 session 
1957 session 


1957 session 


Next session 
1957 session 


January, 1956 


1956 session 
Next session 


1957 session 
1957 session 
one 


19, 1956. 


